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away their guns: even knocked down one or two, quite good-
humouredly, & kept them on the wall-top. The Germans & the
Circassians meanwhile were shooting at everything, & in
particular at an unfortunate German on an island in the river.
He had been working there, & was about 100 yards from the
bank: but the bullets were fairly whizzing round him. He was
dancing about & shaking his fist at them & talking in German,
not softly, until finally some Kurds in a boat landed on the island
& took him ashore with them. Our men laughed at this a bit, &
things were getting easier, when for lack of other targets the
German idiots began shooting again at us. They shot very
badly, only hitting one boy next me, but it made the Kurds by us
very wild, & we had an awful job to hold them in. However, our
men who were with us helped us like anything, & we were able
to prevent any rush or any shooting from our side. From
beginning to end of the affair not a single shot was fired from
the wall.
Finally about an hour later we managed to work the crowd
back along the wall, & to get them up to the village. The
Germans went to their camp & wired to Aleppo frantically about
firing on the bridge. So the Railway Company sent out Aleppo's
amateur fire-brigade by a special train about midnight. Next day
the Government sent up 250 soldiers, & all the Consuls & Valis
& Kaims. & Mutasarrifs & Commandants came out also & made
independent inquiries. We got very sick of this, so we enrolled
our men (the dispute happened on the day of our arrival only),
& got to work. The Company thought it was going to make
capital out of the row, so magnified it enormously, & said the
whole country was thirsting for Christian blood. They said 200
soldiers were not enough to make safe their work. So the Vali
trotted down to us and asked how many soldiers we had for our
250 men. We said of course that we didn't hold with soldiers, &
the Germans were jeered at; but turned it off by saying that our
side, the Syrian one, was quite safe, that it was in Mesopotamia
that the danger lay. So to biff that, Woolley & I walked over
next day to Mesopotamia alone & picked a lot of moon-daisies &
came back, meeting the Government officials & the Consuls &
engineers by accident at the bridge-head. So that was a further